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people like Minister Khuhro from Sind who came all the way to Bombay
to do untimely propaganda for Pakistan.
But the meeting did not after all take place on August 19, for Mr
Jinnah fell ill. Its postponement cast a gloom over the country.
Would the talks take place after all? Had not the Viceroy said that
a Gandhi-Jinnah agreement would only be regarded as a preface to
an imperial chase of the " elements," those newly defined political
molecules whose strength and utility only Lord Wavell knew? What
advantage could Mr Jinnah see in an agreement with Mahatma
Gandhi whose direct action movement had failed and who had stuck
firmly to the August resolution? These doubts, taken along with the
increasing volume of anti-Pakistan sentiment voiced in Bengal,
Punjab and even in Madras by the valiant Srinivasa Sastri. caused
quite a number of people to. give up hope of the meeting taking place.
It was taken for granted that another one of Britain's carefully
prepared political time-bombs had done its devastating work and there
would be no Mount Pleasant of communal unity.
It was when public expectations were at the lowest level that
Mr Jinnah published his telegram to Gandhiji informing him of "his
recovery and readiness to receive him, and Mahatma Gandhi's plan
to proceed to Bombay on September 8 was announced. Hopes again
rocketed high.
In spite of Gandhiji's invitation of August 31 to all "individuals
and organizations " in the country to " devote themselves to silently
praying that we may both be wisely guided by the Almighty" and'
his warning " against all kinds of demonstrations," the Khaksars
announced a programme of " salutes" and similar activities, which,
though they came to nothing in the end, made newspaper headlines.
At the other end, the brave Mr Thatte sprang into prominence by
creating the All-India Anti-Pakistan Front and picketing Mahatma
Gandhi's hut in Sevagram. Master Tara Singh asked the Sikhs to
put their faith in the Khalsa and observe the Anti-Pakistan Day on
September 3, and Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, whose modus operandi has
always been the collectivised statement, embarked on securing a
list of signatures meant to confound both Mr Jinnah and Mahatma
Gandhi. Mr Aney contented himself with complaining that people all
about him were " talking of the most vital and fundamental matters in
extremely vague and indefinite language."
PREPARATIONS
India in general and Bombay in particular set about preparing for
the " Conversations," " Talks," " Parleys " or " Negotiations," as they
were called, earnestly from September 5. About three thousand;